STAG* Appraisal - Case for Change Report - March 2021 
A9 - North Kessock to Tore study
* Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance
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12 CONCLUSIONS AND NEXT STEPS
12.1 THE CASE FOR CHANGE

12.1.1. This Initial Appraisal: Case for Change report has set out the context for the appraisal of the A9 section between the North Kessock junction and the Tore Roundabout and the intermediate junctions. Following STAG guidance, it has identified the transport problems as well as the opportunities alongside the issues and constraints of the study area. This analysis provided the basis for objective setting and the generation of a longlist of potential options.

12.1.2. This report sets out that there are identified and evidenced problems at locations along the A9 between North Kessock and Tore, with most stakeholder views generally aligning with road safety analysis (supported by collision statistics and a conflicts study).

12.1.3. A longlist of options which could potentially achieve the objectives and address the problems and opportunities has been identified.

12.2 PRELIMINARY APPRAISAL

12.2.1. If the study proceeds beyond the Case for Change, the next stage would be the preliminary appraisal. The purpose of the Preliminary Options Appraisal, as established in the Brief and in line with the STAG process, will examine the options generated in this report against a number of criteria that includes:

° Scheme objectives (in more detail)

° Policy alignment review

° STAG criteria (environment, safety, economy, integration, and accessibility and                             
social inclusion)

° Affordability

° Feasibility

° Acceptability.

12.2.2. This criterion provides a framework to ensure all impacts are considered within the national, regional and local objectives. Following the Preliminary Appraisal, if funding is available, a more detailed appraisal may be carried out for the options that perform well against the TPOs and STAG criteria.


From the 'longlist of options'
Option 8

Use fluorescent paint to improve the visibility of kerbs, especially at Munlochy junction [as part of package of interventions to improve the visibility of junctions]

Option 40

Add a new road connection into North Kessock junction from Munlochy road, combined with either full or partial closure of Munlochy junction.

